
 

La classe de Mme Rivard 
9/7/20 

Welcome back to school! Welcome to first 

grade in distance learning mode! I am very 

excited to start this new and unusual 

school year and to have the opportunity to 

get to know you and your child.  Together, 

well will make it work.  

Each week, I will write a newsletter. I 

encourage you to go through it to have an 

idea of what we are doing in the class and 

stay up to date on important information. 

I will also email a daily checklist for the 

assignments due for the day. 

 

Reminder:  

I’ve created a Google Presentation called 

“Updated Open House.” I’ve already 

shared it with you. It contains useful 

information and “how to…” links and tips 

to help you navigate through distance 

learning. I would highly encourage you to 

first refer to that document for help 

before you reach out to me. I will keep 

updating it as we move throughout the 

year. I posted a copy on our class website 

under “Distance learning.”  

You can also access it by clicking this link.  

 

Very important: There will be changes in 

our schedule to help meet every student’s 

needs. I will update you as they come. 

Thank you in advance for your patience. 

 

This week: 

Theme: Getting to know each other 

 

Lessons and Activities 

Our first 2 weeks in Distance Learning  

will be meant to build relationships with 

our students and families, to establish 

rituals and routines, review expectations, 

follow up with families as needed, and 

make sure that all the students are 

engaged in Seesaw. The first 2 weeks will 

be different from the rest of the 

distance learning. 

For the first two weeks, we will do one or 

two simple SEL (Social Emotional 

Learning) activities for students to 

complete for the day in addition to the 

whole class morning meeting through 

Google Meet.  

Hang on to those learning kits we sent 

you. I will tell you when to use the 

materials that we provided. 

 

Individual families/teacher conferences 

During the first 2 weeks 

I will be holding individual parent-teacher 

conferences. Click this link to find out 

the available time slots and to sign up for 

a conference time if you haven’t done so 

already.  

https://signup.com/go/djyeEhz 

 

Our tentative daily schedule for distance 

learning, after the first 2 weeks is posted 

on our class’s webpage, 

https://www.spps.org/Page/10095  

 

Language Arts:  SEL activities to get to 

know each other. Reading responses to 

books. 

Math:  Counting Review. 

Social Studies:  We will be learning about 

our classroom community.  We are talking 

about why we have rules and what are the 

rules of distance learning.  

Science:  We will review body parts 

through various activities.  

Homework: 

No homework will be given during distance 

learning. 

 

Where can I find the assignments for 

the day? 

All the assignments for the day will be 

posted in Seesaw as a post. On Mondays 
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(or the 1st day of the week), I will post a 

weekly schedule you can refer to all week. 

Note that the links will be activated each 

day (you won’t be able to click on 

Thursday if we’re only Wednesday). Click 

until you get to the daily schedule. 

Clicking on the subjects will take you to 

the assignments for this subject. I added 

a house button in the top right corner 

that will take you back to the daily 

schedule. 

Here is a short video I created to show 

you what it will look like.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1egMkKD

XOB7NVsl_2Mtps5iB3zxXpAn-J/view?us

p=sharing  

 

Students who do not have their morning 

meeting at 9:30 on Tuesday and 

Wednesday can start working on the 

other assignments for the day. 

All the students will have their morning 

meeting at 9:30 starting on Thursday 

9/10. 

 

Reading: You should try to read with your 

child every day. Even if your child can 

read, don’t forget it is important for you 

to read to him/her as well.  

 

************************************* 

Specialist schedule 

First-grade students have one 50-minute 

period per day with a specialist. This is 

from 10:45-11:35.  The specialists are 

Mme Bissoy for science, Mme Kaufenberg 

for phy ed, Mme Erickson for music, and 

Mme Warde for media. We will have the 

same specialist every day for a week. 

Your child will need to switch class on 

Seesaw to see the assignments from their 

specialist. 

This week: Music 

 

How to log in to the Google Meet 

meetings? 

If everything works as it should, clicking 

on the link from the morning meeting page 

should open Google Meet and all your child 

should need to do is click “Join meeting.” 

If this fails, try opening the Google Meet 

app from the iPad desktop and entering 

the code r20. 

Here is a video showing you how it should 

work: 

 

To-do list for parents (if you haven’t 

done it already) 

 

Read my long email sent on Friday and the 

parts that are relevant to you in the 

presentation: Click here 

 

Check that everything will be ready for 

Tuesday: iPad is charged, you can log into 

Seesaw, Google Meet is installed. 

 

Sign-up for an individual 

parent(s)-teacher-child conference time: 

https://signup.com/go/djyeEhz 

 

Sign-up to receive texts from me using 

Remind: 

https://www.remind.com/join/mmerivard  

 

Fill the following forms by the end of the 

week: 

- Contact information 

- Child information 

- Distance learning 

 

Help your child put together their 1st day 

crown and write their name. It’s for them 

to wear during our first morning meeting. 

 

Attendance 

Reminder: You need to check-in your child 

daily (or teach your child how to check 

themselves in daily) to be marked as 

present. If your child is sick or won’t be 

able to participate in distance learning for 

another reason, do not forget to let the 

school know by phone or email. 
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Google Meet Phone Calls 

If needed, I might call you through 

Google Meet. The call will show “Unknown 

Caller” or from another state. If you don’t 

pick up, I will leave a voicemail. You could 

then send me an email or a Remind text 

notifying me the time I should call back. 

Same thing if you'd like to join me by 

phone.  

 

Expectations for posting in Seesaw: 
Please, explain to your child to not send 

me postings that I haven’t asked them to 

do, or submit many times the same 

activity unless I send it back to them for 

correction. I receive a message to 

approve all the posts/responses that I 

get on SeeSaw. These “ not needed” posts 

(such as many pages with emojis) backlog 

my Seesaw. I will need to delete all of 

these extra posts one by 

one. However, your child can use SeeSaw 

if they want to communicate with me 

directly related to what 

we’re learning/doing as a class, if they 

want to say Bonjour, or share big news 

like they’ve lost a tooth. 

 

Office hours  

Office hours will be a time that is 

dedicated to supporting families. This 

time is for me to support you by email, by 

phone, or through a Google Meet 

depending on what kind of support you 

need. My office hours will be from every 

day from 3:40 to 4:05. Contact me to 

schedule an appointment if needed. Let 

me know if this time doesn’t work and I 

can try to schedule something at a time 

that will work best for you. 

alexandra.rivard@spps.org  

 

Thank you for your patience and 

flexibility as we start this new school 

year. 

 

Mme Rivard 
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